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Key Points:

+ RCMs produce substantial added
value over complex topography
regions

« High resolution improves precbitation
spatial patterns simulation and
extremes

+ RCMs are important tools for climate
studies over complex topographical
regions

Supporting Information:
« Figures S1-58 and Table S1

Correspondence to:
Cs. Torma,
ctorma@ictp.it

Citation:

Torma, Cs,, F. Giorgi, and E. Coppola
(2015), Added value of regional cli-
mate modeling over areas character-
ized by complex terrain—Precipitation
over the Alps, J. Geophys. Res. Atmos.,
120, 3957-3972, doi:10.1002/
2014)D022781.

Added value of regional climate modeling over areas
characterized by complex terrain—Precipitation
over the Alps

Csaba Torma’, Filippo Giorgi', and Erika Coppola’

'Earth System Physics Section, The Abdus Salam International Centre for Theoretical Physics, Trieste, Italy

Abstract We present an analysis of the added value (AV) of downscaling via regional climate model (RCM)
nesting with respect to the driving global climate models (GCMs). We analyze ensembles of driving GCM
and nested RCM (two resolutions, 0.44° and 0.11°) simulations for the late 20th and late 21st centuries from
the CMIP5, EURO-CORDEX, and MED-CORDEX experiments, with a focus on the Alpine region. Different
metrics of AV are investigated, measuring aspects of precipitation where substantial AV can be expected in
mountainous terrains: spatial pattern of mean precipitation, daily precipitation intensity distribution, and
daily precipitation extremes tails. Comparison with a high-quality, fine-scale (5 km) gridded observational
data set shows substantial AV of RCM downscaling for all metrics selected, and results are mostly improved
compared to the driving GCMs also when the RCM fields are upscaled at the scale of the GCM resolution.
We also find consistent improvements in the high-resolution (0.11°) versus medium-resolution (0.44°)
RCM simulations. Finally, we find that the RCM downscaling substantially modulates the GCM-produced
precipitation change signal in future climate projections, particularly in terms of fine-scale spatial pattern
associated with the complex topography of the region. Our results thus point to the important role that
high-resolution nested RCMs can play in the study of climate change over areas characterized by complex
topographical features.

Torma et al., 2015 (Journal of Geophysical Research: Atmospheres)

https://goo.gl/9VmUeE
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Enhanced summer convective rainfall at Alpine
high elevations in response to climate warming

Filippo Giorgi'*, Csaba Torma', Erika Coppola’, Nikolina Ban?, Christoph Schir? and Samuel Somot?

Global climate projections consistently indicate a future
decrease in summer precipitation over the European Alps*3.
However, topography can substantially modulate precipita-
tion change signals. For example, the shadowing effect by
topographic barriers can modify winter precipitation change
patterns®®, and orographic convection might also play an
important role®’. Here we analyse summer precipitation over
the Alpine region in an ensemble of twenty-first-century
projections with high-resolution (~12km) regional climate
models®® driven by recent global climate model simulations™.
A broad-scale summer precipitation reduction is projected
by both model ensembles. However, the regional models
simulate an increase in precipitation over the high Alpine
elevations that is not present in the global simulations. This is
associated with increased convective rainfall due to enhanced
potential instability by high-elevation surface heating and
moistening. The robustness of this signal, which is found also
for precipitation extremes, is supported by the consistency
across models and future time slices, the identification of an
underlying mechanism (enhanced convection), results from a
convection-resolving simulation™, the statistical significance
of the signal and the consistency with some observed
trends. Our results challenge the picture of a ubiquitous
decrease of summer precipitation over the Alps found in
coarse-scale projections.

a modulation would in fact point to the added value of using
high-resolution models in regional climate projections. As shown in
a previous study'® the EURO-CORDEX and MED-CORDEX RCMs
can reproduce well the observed fine-scale summer precipitation
patterns over the Alps (for example, Supplementary Fig. 2), in
particular improving the corresponding patterns in the driving
GCMs. A number of studies demonstrated the added value of
RCMs in reproducing different characteristics of topographically
forced precipitation®*'7. However, whether the added value in
reproducing present-day climate also results into more credible
projections is still an open issue'®.

Here we use an ensemble of projections with 6 RCMs at ~12km
grid spacing driven by 4 different GCMs (Supplementary Table 1)
and analyse three future twenty-first-century time slices (near
term, 2010-2039; mid-century, 2040-2069; late century, 2070-2099)
under the RCP8.5 greenhouse gas concentration pathway'® with
respect to the present-day period 1975-2004 (see Methods). The
domain of analysis encompasses the Alpine chain and surrounding
areas (Supplementary Fig. 1), and is defined by the coverage area of
the observation data set".

Figure 1 shows the ensemble mean of the percentage change in
summer precipitation for the three twenty-first-century time slices
in the driving GCM and the RCM ensembles. The GCMs produce a
large-scale drying signal over the region, which grows in magnitude
throughout the twenty-first century and extends to the entire Alpine
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Giorgi et al., 2016 (Nature Geoscience)
https://goo.gl/4y8ZjA
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- Kilonbozé6 modellmetrikak tamasztjak ala az RCM-ek értékes hozzajarulasat a
regionalis klimakutatashoz

- Részletesebb felbontasu modellekkel lehetéség nyilik az 6sszetett domborzattal,

illetve hegyvidéki kornyezettel jellemzett térségek klimajanak pontosabb leirasara
(extrémumok)

- Finom felbontasu, megbizhaté megfigyeléseken alapuld adatbazisok rendkiviil
fontosak a modellek kiértékeléséhez
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