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History

Due to the industrial and agricultural development, the Romanian public interest for
meteorological information was growing steadly.

As a consequence, in 1884 the Romanian Meteorological Institute was established.
In 1884, 17 meteorological stations already existed.
However, because a network is more than a collection of stations, it is only after 1887 that

we can speak of an organized network, with systematic meteorological observations performed
at 30 meteorological stations. Managing a meteorological network means/implies observationalat 30 meteorological stations. Managing a meteorological network means/implies observational
programs, standardized meteorological equipment, standard location for this equipment in the
meteorological platform and a service department.

• 1887 – 30 weather stations with climatological program
• 1899 – 50 weather stations
• 1938 – 30 weather stations with synoptic program

180 weather stations with climatological program
• 1959 – 102 weather stations with synoptic program

230 weather stations with climatological program
• 1961 – 170 weather stations (performing both synoptic and climatological programs)• 1961 – 170 weather stations (performing both synoptic and climatological programs)
• 1991 – 229 weather stations (performing both synoptic and climatological programs)
• 2011 – 160 weather stations (performing both synoptic and climatological programs)
• 2014 – 158 weather stations (performing both synoptic and climatological programs)



History
Except for the 158 existing weather stations, along time there were another 198

meteorological stations.
Even if some of them were established as early as: 1886 (Cumpana), 1890 (Armasesti), 1892

(Heresti), 1895 (Casimcea), 1896 (Cristianul Mare, Strehaia, Galavanesti), 1897 (Draguseni), 1898
(Isaccea, Studina), 1899 (Govora, Babadag, Ghimpati), 1900 (Gaesti), 1901 (Retivoiu, Faget, Rucar),
1903 (Scropoasa), 1904 (Perieti), they did not function continuously (there are large gaps):

Strehaia 1896-1916, 1927-1960
Studina 1898-1911, 1944-1960Studina 1898-1911, 1944-1960
Govora 1899-1944, 1947-1953, 1955-1958.

The majority of these stations ended their activity around the year 1960.
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Current status

Romanian National Meteorological Administration is currently managing a

number of 158 meteorological stations and 64 rain-measurement points.

When one tries to make a correct / real assessment of an area, one must take
into consideration the aspect related to the natural elements. As a consequence, the
Romanian meteorological stations are distributed over the whole territory of the
country, ensuring a balanced coverage for all stages of relief.



Current status

Even if we have information that, in some locations, early meteorological
observations were performed in Romania, e.g:

- Iasi (1770),
- Bucharest (1773),
- Cluj (1833),- Cluj (1833),
- Alba Iulia, Sibiu (1843),
- Sulina, OraviŃa, Braşov, Baia Mare, Satu Mare (1857),
- Craiova (1881),
- Târgu Mures, Arad, Petrosani (1883).

the complete meteorological dataset could not be recovered from old
publications/sources.

The following figure is based only on periods with available
meteorological data.



Current status



Recovering data and metadata

Both data and some metadata are recovered and
digitized from old meteorological synthesis (hard
copies) from our national meteorological archive andcopies) from our national meteorological archive and
some of them from old documents that can still be
found in our library, which is the only one of the kind in
Romania.

The design of the meteorological synthesis has
changed through time, according to the evolution ofchanged through time, according to the evolution of
the methods of observation and meteorological
equipment



Recovering data and metadata
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Data digitizing 
Access to digitized data using a web interface



Data digitizing 
Acces to digitized data using a web interface



Data digitizing 

In order to protect the old documents, the data
rescuing process at the Romanian National
Meteorological Administration is based on a modern
digitization method.



Digitizing metadata using a web interface



Digitizing metadata using a web interface



Digitizing metadata using a web interface




