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Large amount of climatological data to digitize

• RMI have more than a century of archives

• Enormous load of work to digitize all past 
archives

• Part of a patrimonial rescue project with 
back-up on external server

• Wide variety of data types and forms

• … and a few problems

2



Author

Function

Institute

Past storage conditions

• Moisture and 
fungi 
problems

• Deconta-
mineted 6 
month ago

• Digitizing 
process on 
going
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Problems – Solution ?
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Problem 1 Problem 2 Solution ?

Not enought people Too much workload Zooniverse
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What is Zooniverse ?

“The Zooniverse is the world’s largest and most popular platform for people-powered
research. This research is made possible by volunteers — more than a million people
around the world who come together to assist professional researchers. Our goal is to
enable research that would not be possible, or practical, otherwise. Zooniverse research
results in new discoveries, datasets useful to the wider research community, and many
publications.”
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250,469,827
CLASSIFICATIONS SO FAR BY

2,610,818
REGISTERED VOLUNTEERS www.zooniverse.org
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• Must be friendly for every users

• No background or experience needed (except basic web computer skills)

• Create understandable forms 

• Incorporate tutorial and field guide

How to prepare data
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Using questions and fill-in forms

Create understandable forms 
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Three different tools 
to help people

1. Field guide 
accessible 
anytime

2. Tutorial specific 
for each workflow

3. FAQ

+ Multilingual (EN –
FR – NL)

Incorporate tutorial and field guide
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Data exports
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Image with a 
unique Subject ID

Subject Set

Workflow 
Metadata

Task 1

Task 2

Task #

Workflow 
Temperatures

Task #

Workflow 
Precipitation

Task #

• Each images to classify have 

a unique Subject ID which 

allows to link every task we 

ask volunteers.

• Classify data can be easily 

export and information extract 

using the Panoptes 

Aggregation python package

• The result is a nice CSV file 

ready to be used
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Let’s see how this looks like
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https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/ingelskmi/irm-kmi-past-climate-rescue-project

https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/ingelskmi/irm-kmi-past-climate-rescue-project
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Zooniverse have already a huge base core volunteers - BUT -

Very important to attract volunteers

• By official RMI website and social media

• Traditional media (press and/or TV)

Very important to give something back to volunteers.

• Raw data

• Valorization

• Scientific studies

Need to attract people
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• First of all let’s see if this first project works and interest people

• For now in beta-test mode by Zooniverse Team

• See if collected data are indeed exploitable (not too many mistakes)

• Analyze data digitize and add value to it

• Give back to volunteers

• Next try more complicated forms with other project

Objectives / Perspectives
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THANK YOU  

The Royal Meteorological 

Institute

Het Koninklijk 

Meteorologisch Instituut

L’Institut Royal 

Météorologique

Das Königliche 

Meteorologische Institut

The RMI provides reliable public service realized by 
empowered staff and based on research, innovation 
and continuity.

Het KMI verleent een betrouwbare dienstverlening 
aan het publiek en de overheid gebaseerd op 
onderzoek, innovatie en continuïteit.

L'IRM fournit un service fiable basé sur la recherche, 
l'innovation et la continuité au public et aux autorités.

Vertrauenswürdige Dienstleistungen für 
Öffentlichkeit und Behörden begründet auf 
Forschung, Innovation und Kontinuität.
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